Carleton on
LiveJournal

Technological Affordances

- LiveJournal's calendar allows users to see how
many posts were created on a given day, and click
through to that day to see all posts created.

- All posts are dated and timestamped, and posts
are listed in reverse chronological order (newest
to oldest).

- In order to comment, users have to click through
to the post.

- Nested commenting allows for conversations to
evolve and develop.

- Users can tag other users (though some tags are
struck through or otherwise inaccessible).

- There is no infinite scroll function, meaning
users need to click through pages to view older
posts.

Social Patterns

- All posts are located in one community, meaning
different types of content are shared together.

- Posting was semi-infrequent; the maximum was
7 posts in one day, but usually there were one or
two posts a day, over a handful of days in a month.

- People made posts to introduce themselves by
name, rather than relying on their usernames or
profiles to give that information.

- Content is mostly text-based, with some outside
links. Very few users embedded images.

- Faculty, current students, incoming students and
alumni all interacted, though early posts were
more geared towards current students and alumni
and later posts were made mostly by incoming
students.

The moderator's rules for Carleton's
LiveJournal Community. (Feb. 2003)

Community members discuss and advertise on-
campus events through LiveJournal. (Feb. 2008)

Incoming students use LiveJournal to introduce

themselves, but chat through other platforms like AIM.

Internet communication is still new. (Mar. 2003)

eird little dip in the

Alumni
reminisce
fondly about
pranks they
pulled while
at Carleton.
(April 2008)
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Calendar archives
make it easy to find
and sort through older
posts. (May 2003)

The first post archived from the LJ era. Early
introductory posts by alumni included interests
and hobbies, details of their personal lives, and

memories of Carleton. (Feb. 2003)

arletoncollege,

Alumni use LiveJournal to talk to current students about on-campus
life and ask about the state of campus. (Aug., Oct., Nov. 2003)

The last post
made in the
community
during the LJ
era. Interested
high schoolers
ask questions
about what
they can
expect during
their Carleton
application.
(Nov. 2008)
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7 lamonce again asking

you to vote in the CSA
election

Carleton Student Government engaging
with the electorate on Facebook using
contemporary election memes.

Current students and alumni argue about on-
campus and online culture with regards to
issues of race and systemic oppression.
These discussions often see much higher
engagement than almost any other topic
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Carleton's community uses
specific groups for specific topics
like class year, geographic origin,
lost and found items, and
overheard quotes.
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Student groups advertise events on
Facebook, like sketch comedy group
Lenny Dee's show. Events can be
created and then shared to various
groups based on who the desired
audience is.

Some professors engage with

students on Facebook, advertising

classes and responding to student

comments in groups originally

created to share humorous

anecdotes or content relating to

student life. Michael Elizabeth

Current students
and alumni share
moments on-
campus and
reminisce about old
times, connecting
over shared campus
culture.

All posts displayed were screencapped in
February 2020 shortly after being posted.

Carleton on
Facebook

Technological Affordances

- Facebook's archival abilities are very poor.
There is some ability to look back through
video and image posts, but text posts are
mostly lost.

- Posts can be chronological but by default are
organized by ‘recent activity', which is not
explicitly defined.

- Facebook pages feature infinite scroll, and
the ability to comment & view comments from
the main page.

- Users have the ability to react to posts with
various emojis, tag other users, nest
comments, and link events.

- There is no central hub or group. Most users
belong to multiple groups, each of which
fulfills a different purpose.

Social Patterns

- Because users want to cover many different
topics, there are lots of different subgroups,
which do not have common moderators or rules
for behavior.

- Posts vary in seriousness, ranging from
sharing funny quotes to organizing political
movements on-campus.

- Users post frequently, though the poor
archival methods make it difficult to count how
often they post or interact.

- Many redundancies in announcements in order
to make sure all subgroups are informed.

- Freshmen and accepted students introduce
themselves on their class pages, but upper
classmen do not. Facebook's rules require real
or realistic names to be used.
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What does Carleton look
for in its social media?

Carleton consistently uses its
social media as a way to spread
the word about events and
connect with alumni.

Together we have moved towards
a model that allows for
specialized groupings, in order to
better control what type of
content is received when.

As a community, there is not
much demand for a platform with
strong archival practices; as long
as interaction is generated, posts
are treated ephemerally.

What does that mean for
our community?

As various departments at
Carleton seek to engage current
students, applying high
schoolers, and alumni on social
media, keeping aware of what

functions are in demand can help
position the school to meet those

needs.

Additionally, understanding how

our community functions online,

what we have and what we lack,
will enable us to engage more

fully with each other and develop

mindful social media practices.

How can Carleton use this
information going forward?

Social media is rapidly shifting
towards practices that privilege
short, humorous, or visually
oriented content. Some platforms
are oriented towards one-on-one
Interactions, while others can
support a community.

While it would not be advisable for
the institution of Carleton to
attempt to control how our
community behaves in the digital
realm, keeping in mind the
trajectory of social media and the
preferences of Carls can help us
stay engaging and up to date.
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